
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

M. A. SOCIOLOGY 

SEMESTER – I 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



BASIC SOCIOLOGICAL CONCEPTS    

Course Code: SOC–501                                                                                                                             
Type: Core Course                                                                                                                            
Semester: Autumn                                                                                                                        

L-T-P-C (4-1-0-5) 

Objectives of the Course:  

The course offers the broad conceptual frameworks used in the discipline.  It 
will provide the students with a strong conceptual grounding that helps in 
laying a strong foundation for other papers in the discipline.  

UNIT- I Key Concepts of Society-I: 

 Society; Community; Social structure; Organization; Institutions and 
Association; Status, Role and its types 

 Culture and Civilization; Norms and Values 

 Social Control and its agencies; Anomie  

UNIT II Key Concepts of Society-II: 

 Social Groups and its types: Primary and Secondary group; In-Group, 
Out-Group; Reference group 

 Social stratification and its forms- Slavery, Estate, Caste, Class and 
Status Groups 

UNIT III Basic Social Institutions:   

Family: Classification of family; Functions of family  

Marriage: Marriage and its types,  

Kinship: Kinship terms and usages  

UNIT IV Derivative Institutions:   

Economy: Property, Capital, Division of Labour  

Polity: Authority, Power, Political Party 

Religion: Sacred and Profane, Totemism,  

UNIT V      Social Processes and Change:  

 Social Processes: Competition, Conflict and Cooperation, Globalization; 

 Socialization: Types and Agencies 

 Social change, Social Mobility 

 



Essential Readings: 

Atal, Yogesh (2014) Studying the Social Sphere: Introduction to Sociology Pearson 

Bottomore, T.B. 1972. Sociology: A guide to problems and literature. Bombay: 
George Allen and Unwin (India).  

Giddens, Anthony Mitchell Duneier, Richard P. Appelbaum. 2007.  Introduction to 
Sociology, Sixth Edition, New York: W.W Norton  

Jayaram, N.  1988. Introductory Sociology. Madras: Macmillan India 

Merton, R.K. 1957. Social Theory and Social Structure. London: Free Press 

Schaefer, Richard T. and Robert P.Lamm. 1999. Sociology. New Delhi: Tata-
McGraw-Hill.  

Johnson, Harry M. 1995. Sociology: A systematic introduction. New Delhi: Allied 
Publishers.  

Davis, Kingsley. 1949. Human Society New York: Macmillan Co.  

Rosenberg Michael. 1983.An Introduction to Sociology Methuen Publications  

Further Readings:  

Harlambos, M. 1998. Sociology: Themes and Perspectives. New Delhi: Oxford 
University Press  

Mac Iver R.M and Charles H Page. 1981. Society: An Introductory Analysis New 
York: Macmillan  

Wallerstein, Immanuel 2009. Open the Social Sciences  New Delhi: Sage/Vistaar  

Worsley, Peter. 1970. Introducing Sociology Harmondsworth: Penguin Books  

Inkeles, Alex 1964. What is Sociology? An Introduction to the Discipline and 
Profession New Delhi: Prentice Hall  

Browne Ken 2005. An Introduction to Sociology London: Polity 

Moor, Wilbert and Robert Cook. 1967. Social Change. New Delhi: Prentice-Hall  

****************  

 

 

 

 



EMERGENCE AND GROWTH OF SOCIOLOGY 

Course Code: SOC –502                                                                                               
Type: Core Course                                                                                                            
Semester: Autumn                                                            

L-T-P-C (4-1-0-5) 

Objectives of the Course:  

The Course provides an overview of the social milieu in which the discipline 
of sociology emerged and evolved with various perspectives. The course 
material emphasizes on the contributions of the founding fathers of 
sociological theories.  

UNIT- I Emergence of Sociology: 

Genesis of sociology: Enlightenment, French Revolution and Industrial 
Revolution 

 Sociology and its relationship with other social sciences- history, 
economics, political science, psychology and anthropology 

UNIT II Classical Thinkers - I 

  Auguste Comte- Positivism    

  Herbert Spencer- Social Darwinism 

 E. Durkheim- Social fact, Division of Labour, Religion, Theory of 
Suicide 

UNIT III Classical Thinkers - II 

Malinowski- Argonauts of the Western Pacific 

Radcliffe Brown- Structural Functionalism 

UNIT IV Classical Thinkers - III 

Karl Marx-Dialectics, Materialistic conception of History, Surplus 
Value, Class and Class Conflict;  

UNIT V Classical Thinkers - IV  

Max Weber- Verstehen, Social action and its types; Ideal types; The 
Protestant ethic and the spirit of capitalism, Power, Authority and its 
types 

   

 



Essential Readings:  

Bottomore T.B 1964. Karl Marx: Selected Writings in Sociology and Social 
Philosophy, New York, McGraw Hill  

Bottomore, T.B. 1972. Sociology: A guide to problems and literature. Bombay: 
George Allen and Unwin (India).  

Parsons, T., & Shils, A., (eds). 1976. Toward a General Theory of Action, Harvard 
University Press, Cambridge 

Calhoun, Craig 1989. ’Classical Social Theory and the French Revolution of 1848’ 
Sociological Theory 7 (2):210-225 

Connel, R. W. 1997. ‘Why is classical theory classical’ AJS, Vol. 102, No. 6: 1511-57 

Durkheim E. 1915 . The Elementary forms of Religious Life, London: G. Allen & 
Unwin 

Durkheim E. 1937. The Rules of Sociological Method, New York: The Free Press  

Durkheim E.1951. The Suicide. Glencoe, IL: Free Press 

Durkheim E.1954. The Division of Labor in Society. Glencoe, IL: Free Press 

Hughes, John A., Martin, Peter, J. and Sharrock, W. W. 1995: Understanding 
Classical Sociology – Marx, Weber and Durkheim, London: Sage 
Publications. 

Malinowski B. 1984. Argonauts of the Western Pacific Waveland Press  

Marx, Karl and Engels Friedrich 2009. The Communist Manifesto Middlesex: The 
Echo Library  

Pareto, Vilfredo 1935. The Mind and Society Harcourt, Brace. 

Simmel, Georg, 1922 [1955], Conflict and the Web of Group Affiliations, translated 
and edited by Kurt Wolff, Glencoe, IL: Free Press.  

Weber, Max 1958.The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism (T Parsons 
translated) Cloucester MA: Peter Smith 

Weber, Max. 1947. The Theory of Social and Economic Organization, trans. A. M. 
Henderson and T. Parsons. Edinburgh: W. Hodge 

Bendix Rinehard  1967. ‘Marx’s Theory of Social Class’ in Bendix Rinehard  & S.M. 
Lipset Class, Status and Power London: Routledge and Kegan Paul 

Thorner Daniel 1966 ‘Marx on India and the Asiatic Mode of Production’ 
Contributions to Indian Sociology Vol 9 p 3-66 



Patel, Sujata. 2010. The ISA Handbook of Diverse Sociological Traditions New Delhi: 
Sage Publications   

Further Readings:  

Althusser, Louise 2005 1969. For Marx: London: Verso          

Bendix, Rinehard 1960. Max Weber: An Intellectual Portrait. Double Day. 

Benton, 1977. Philosophical foundations of the three Sociologies, London: Rutledge 
and Kegan Paul. 

Bottomore, T & R. Nisbet 1979. A History of Sociological Analysis, London: 
Heinemann. 

Fletcher, Ronald 1992. The Making of Sociology (2 Vols.), New Delhi: Rawat. 

Freund, Julian 1972. The Sociology of Max Weber, Penguin 

Gerth And Mills 1958. From Max Weber: Essays in Sociology London: Oxford 
University Press 

Giddens, Anthony 1997. Capitalism and Modern Social Theory Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press. 

Marx, Karl 1937. Eighteenth Brumaire of Louis Bonaparte Moscow: Progress 
Publishers 

Marx, Karl 1973. The Grundrisse London: Penguin Books 

Morrison , Ken. 1995. Marx, Weber and Durkheim. London: Sage Publications  

Ollman Bertell 1977. Alienation: Marx's Conception of Man in a Capitalist Society 
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press 

Weber, Max. 1998. The Agrarian Sociology of Ancient Civilizations London: Verso 
Classic 

Weber, Max.2007 (1927). General Economic History New York: Cosmo Classics 
Ollman 

 

****************  

 

 

 

 



METHODS & TECHNIQUES IN SOCIOLOGICAL 
RESEARCH 

Course Code: SOC –503                                                                                                                             
Type: Core Course                                                                                                                       
Semester: Autumn                                                                                                             

L-T-P-C (4-1-0-5) 

Objectives of the Course:  

The Course aims to train the students in data collection (both qualitative 
and quantitative) besides inculcating the skills in their future research 
activities. The course content will train the students in logical analysis of 
data. In order to achieve these goals the class members are also expected to 
undertake fieldwork involving collection of data, its analysis and 
interpretation.  

UNIT- I Concepts and Debates in Social Research  

 Commonsense and Sociology; Objectivity and Subjectivity, Hypothesis 

Methodology; Methods and Techniques 

UNIT- II Design and Types of Social Research 

Research Design - Exploratory, Descriptive and Experimental 

Types of Research- Qualitative, Quantitative and Triangulation 

UNIT III Quantitative Research Techniques 

 Sampling and its types  

Survey, Questionnaire, Schedule, Interview, Scaling  

UNIT IV Qualitative Research Techniques  

 Observation, Case Study, Content Analysis, Participatory Rural 
Appraisal (PRA)  

UNIT V Statistical Analysis and Computer application in Social 
Research:  

 Variables and its types; Measures of central tendency: Mean, Median 
and Mode; Tests of Correlations  

  

 

 

 



Essential Readings: 

Babbie Earl. 1990. Survey Research Methods USA: Wadsworth Publishing 

Elifson Kirk W 1997. Fundamentals of Social Statistics McGraw Hill 
Humanities/Social Sciences/ Langua  

Good W.J & Hatt P.K 1952. Methods in Social Research. New York: McGraw Hill 
 Heinmann 

Lazarsfeld, Paul S. 1993. On Social Research and its Language Chicago: University 
of Chicago Press 

Mueller, J.H & K.F Schuessler. 1977. Statistical Reasoning in Sociology Houghton 
Miffin 

Mukherji, Partha Nath ed.  2000. Methodology in Social Research: Dilemmas and 
Perspectives New Delhi: Sage Publications   

Neuman Lawrence W 2005. Social Research Methods: Quantitative and Qualitative 
Approaches London: Allyn & Bacon  

Selltiz, Claire and Marie Jahoda 1959. Research Methods in Social Relations New 
York: Henry Holt and Company 

Taylor, Steven J. and Robert Bogdan 1984. Introduction to Qualitative Research 
methods: the Search for Meanings, New York: Wiley 

Wagner William 2009. Using SPSS for Social Statistics and Research Methods, 
London: Pine Forge Press 

Further Readings:  

Babbie Earl and Wagner William 2009. Adventures in Social Research: Data 
Analysis Using IBM® SPSS® Statistics Pine Forge Press 

Beteille A., and T. N. Madan ; 1975. Encounter and Experience : Personal Accounts 
of Fieldwork; ; New Delhi: Vikas Publishing House 

Merton R.K 1979. The Sociology of Science: Theoretical and Empirical Investigations 
Chicago: University of Chicago Press  

N. Fielding and R. Lee, eds., 1991. Using Computers in Qualitative Research, 
London: Sage. 

Pual ten Have 2004. Understanding Qualitative Research and Ethno-methodology 
London: Sage 

Srinivas M.N et al. ed.2004.  The Fieldworker and the Field: Problems and 
Challenges in Sociological Investigation, New Delhi: Oxford University Press  

Strauss Anselm. L. 1987. Qualitative Analysis for Social Scientists Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press 

Weitzman Eben et. al 1995. Computer Programs for Qualitative Analysis London 
Sage Publications  



INDIAN SOCIETY: CONTINUITIES AND CHANGES 

Course Code: SOC –504                                                                                         
Type: Core Course                                                                                                            
Semester: Autumn                                                       

L-T-P-C (4-1-0-5) 

Objectives of the Course:  

 The course aims to provide fairly adequate and comprehensive 
understanding of Indian society in its multi-faceted dimensions. This course 
is aimed at sensitizing the students to the diversity as well as 
interconnectedness of sociological perspectives on Indian Society and its 
debates and dynamics in contemporary India.  

UNIT I Idea of India:  

Distinctive characteristic of Indian society; Conceptualizing caste and 
approaches to its study; Unity in diversity (Regional, Linguistic and 
Religious Diversities)  

UNIT II Contemporary Debates on Indian Society; with special reference to 
Tribe, Village and City. 

UNIT III  Traditional Social Institutions in Modern Settings 

 Changing Marriage, Family and Kinship system 

UNIT IV  Modernization and Changing Social Structure 

 Interplay between Tradition and Modernity 

 Adaptation of Caste in Modernizing Society 

 Changing Women in Indian Society 

UNIT V  Economic and Political Processes in Indian Society 

 Issues of Poverty; Human Development Concern; 

 Political Institution; Panchayat Raj Institutions 

 Ethnicity and Nation-Building 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Essential Readings:  

Gusfield, J.R. 1967. Tradition and Modernity. University of Chicago Press 

Nanda, B.R 1990. Indian Women-From Purdha to Modernity, Advent Book Division  

Singh Yogendra, 1973, Modernization of Indian Tradition, Thomson Press, Delhi 

Uberoi, Patricia 2005. Family, Kinship and Marriage in India New Delhi: Oxford 
University Press  

Dumont Louis. 1981 Homo Hierarchicus: The Caste System and Its Implications  
University of Chicago Press  

Brass, Paul. R. 1991. Ethnicity and Nationalism: Theory and Comparison New Delhi: 
Sage Publications  

Bayly, C.A. 1988. Indian Society and the Making of British Empire. Cambridge 
University Press  

C.J. Fuller ed.1993 Caste Today, Delhi: Oxford University Press.  

Dube, S.C.1994 . Indian Society , New Delhi: National Book Trust  

Das, Veena 2004. Handbook of Indian Sociology. New Delhi: Oxford University 
Press  

Sen and Dreze. 1996. India. Economic Development and Social Opportunity, New 
Delhi: Oxford University Press. 

Beteille, Andre.1965. Caste, Class and Power: Changing Patterns of Stratification in 
a Tanjore Village, Bombay: Oxford University Press. 

Singh, Rajender, 1988. Land, Power and People, New Delhi: Sage Publications. 
Atal, Yogesh 2009. Sociology and Social Anthropology: ICSSR Survey of Advances in 

Research New Delhi: Pearson Education  

Bose, N.K. 1961. Peasant Life in India: A Study in Indian Unity and Diversity, 
Anthropological Survey of India, Calcutta. 

Further Readings:  

Das, Veena. 1992. ‘Structure and Cognitions: Aspects of Hindu caste and rituals, 
New Delhi: Oxford University Press. 

Brass, Paul. R. 1983. Caste, Faction and Party in Indian Politics, Vol. – I&II, Delhi: 
Chanakya Publications. 

Cohn, B.S. 1996. Colonialism and its forms of knowledge: The British in India, 
Princeton: Princeton University Press. 

Khilani, Sunil. 1998. The Idea of India, New York: Farrar Straus Giroux  

Singer, Milton. 1972. When a Great Tradition Modernizes, Chicago: University of 
Chicago Press. 



Mines, Dane. P. & Nicolas Yazgi, 2010. Village Matters: Relocating Villages in the 
Contemporary Anthropology of India New Delhi: Oxford University Press. 

Padhnis Urmila 2001. Ethnicity and Nation-building in South Asia New Delhi: Sage Publications  
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M. A. SOCIOLOGY 

SEMESTER - III 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ADVANCED SOCIAL THEORIES 

Course Code: SOC-608 
Course Type: Core Course 

Semester: Autumn 
Course Mode: L-T-P-C: 4-1-0-5 

 
Objectives of the Course: 

  Building on the understanding of the key ideas of the earlier courses on 
sociological theories, this course engages with advanced social theories. It 
introduces students to the post modern turn that casts a doubt on the 
possibility of sociological theory itself. Finally the course highlights new 
developments in the sociology of the changing world.  

UNIT- I Basic Concepts   

 Post-modernity; Post-colonialism; Agency-Structure; 
McDonaldisation 

 UNIT II     Critical Theories   

 Jurgen Habermas - Public Sphere and Communicative Action  
 Adorno and Horkheimer - Dialectics of Enlightenment 
 

UNIT III      Postmodern & Postcolonial Theories-I 

 Michael Foucault - Discourse, Knowledge &Power 
 

UNIT IV Postmodern Theories-II 
 Jacquis Derrida – Deconstruction 
 Anthony Giddens- Structuration, The Constitution of Society, 

The Consequences of Modernity 
 
UNIT V   The Changing World Order 

 Ulrich Beck- Risk Society 

 

Essential Readings: 

Adorno T. W & Max Horkheimer 1969. Dialectic of Enlightenment. Continuum   

Beck, Ulrich. 1992.  Risk Society: Towards a New Modernity London: Sage 

Bourdieu, P. 1990. The Logic of Practice.  Cambridge: Polity Press. 

Calhoun, Craig 1995. Critical Social Theory, Oxford: Blackwell   



Craib, Ian. 1992. Modern Social Theory: From Parsons to Habermas (2nd edition). 
London: Harvester Press. 

Derrida Jacques 1978. Writing and Difference (Translated by Alan Bass) University of 
Chicago Press, Chicago. 

Foucault, Michel 1982. The Archaeology of Knowledge & The Discourse on Language 
London: Vintage 

Giddens, Anthony. 1983. Central problems in social theory: Action, structure and 
Contradiction in social analysis. London: Macmillan. 

Habermas, Jurgen. 1987. The Theory of Communicative Action, Vol. 1 and 2 
Cambridge: Polity Press 

Lyotard, Jean, Francois. 1985. Postmodern condition, Minneapolis, University of 
Minneapolis Press. 

Rosenau, Pauline Marie 1992. Post-Modernism and the Social Sciences: Insights, 
Inroads and Intrusions, Princeton: Princeton University Press 

Said, Edward. 1978. Orientalism, Penguin  

Seidman, steven 1997. Post-Modern Turn, London: Blackwell  

Zeitlin, I. M. 1998. Rethinking Sociology: A Critique of Contemporary Theory. Jaipur: 
Rawat. 

Agger, Ben 1991. ‘Critical Theory, Post-Structuralism, Post-modernism: Their 
Sociological Relevance’ Annual Review of Sociology 17: 105-131  

Further Reading: 

Giddens Anthony and Turner Jonathan Edt. 1987. Social Theory Today; Polity Press, 
UK. 

Giddens, Anthony 1997. Capitalism and Modern Social Theory.  Cambridge University 
Press. 

Bourdieu, P.1984. Distinction, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press 

Bourdieu, P. 1988. Practical Reason: On the theory of action, Stanford: Stanford 
University Press 

Giddens, Anthony 1998. The Third Way: The Renewal of Social Democracy, London: 
Polity Press 

Smart Barry: 2002. Michel Foucault, London. Routledge  

***************** 



SOCIOLOGY OF EXCLUSION AND INCLUSIVE POLICIES IN 
INDIA 

Course Code: SOC-609 
Course Type: Core Course 

Semester: Autumn 
Course Mode: L-T-P-C: 4-1-0-5 

 

Objectives of the course: 
 

This course aims to introduce basic issues and perspectives concerning the 
concepts of social exclusion and inclusion. The concept of social exclusion 
envelops the understanding of poverty, deprivation and goes beyond this 
conventional wisdom to include the social and other conditions of all sorts of 
inequalities. The course takes a critical look at the traditional 
understanding of exclusion and tries to identify the ways and means of 
inclusion of the excluded categories. 

 

UNIT I Understanding Exclusion and Marginalization: 

Inequality, Capability, justice; exclusion; Humiliation; 
Marginalization 

UNIT II  Dimensions of Social Exclusion and its consequences: 

Social Exclusion – Concept, Approaches and Forms; Life course 
perspective on social exclusion; Education and Exclusion; Gender 
and Exclusion 
 

UNIT III  Significant thinkers on Social Exclusion and marginalized-I: 

Social Thinkers - Views of Jyotirao Phule; Periyar; M.K Gandhi 

UNIT IV  Significant thinkers on Social Exclusion and marginalized-II: 

Baba Saheb Ambedkar, Ram Manohar Lohia 

UNIT V Contemporary Policies for the Inclusion of Excluded categories:  

Policies for Excluded categories (Scheduled Castes, Scheduled 
Tribes, OBC and their consequences 
 

 
 

 

 



Essential Reading: 

Thorat, Sukhadeo and Narender Kumar  2008. B.R Ambedkar: Perspectives on Social 
Exclusion and Inclusive Policies, New Delhi, Oxford University Press 

Thorat, Sukhadeo and Umakant 2004. Caste, Race, and Discrimination: Discourses in 
 International Context, New Delhi. Rawat Publications 

Xaxa, Virginious. 2000. The Politics of Language, Religion and Identity: Tribes in India, 
Vol.32.No.3 PP.290-302. 

Zelliot, Eleanor, 1995. From Untouchable to Dalit : Essays on the Ambedkar Movement 
New Delhi : Manohar. 

Beteille, Andre 1992. The Backward Classes in Contemporary India, Delhi : Oxford 
University Press. 

Sen Amartya  2004. Social Exclusion: Concept, Application and Scrutiny, New Delhi, 
Critical Quest 

Shah Ganshyam et al. 2006. Untouchability in Rural India, New Delhi, Oxford 
University Press 

Hasan Zoya 2009. Politics of Inclusion: Castes, Minorities and Affirmative Action, New 
Delhi, Oxford University Press 

Sullivan, Elizabeth 2002. Social Exclusion, Social Identity and Social Capital: 
Reuniting the Global, the Local and the Personal. De Montfort University, UK. 

Lal, A.K. (eds.). 2003. Social Exclusion: Essays in Honour of Dr. Bindeswar Pathak, 
New Delhi: Concept Publishing Company. 

Singh, K.S. 1995. The Scheduled Tribes, Delhi : Oxford University Press. 

 

Further Readings: 

Haan, Arjan de 2001. Social Exclusion: Enriching the Understanding of Deprivation. 
Institute of Development Studies and Poverty Research Unit, University of 
Sussex. Sussex. UK 

Saith, Ruhi 2001. Social Exclusion: The Concept and Application to Developing 
Countries,  QEH Working Paper Series -72. 

Christophe Jafferlot 2000. The Rise of the Other Backward Classes in the Hindi Belt, 

Gore, M.S. 1993. The Social Context of an Ideology: The Social and Political Thoughts 
 of Babasaheb Ambedkar, New Delhi, Sage. 

Mahajan Gurpreet 1998: Democracy, Difference and Social Justice. New Delhi: Oxford 
University press 

Omvedt, Gail, 1995. Dalit Visions : The anti-caste movement and the construction of 
 an Indian Identity New Delhi : Orient Longman. 



SOCIOLOGY OF RELIGION IN INDIA 

Course Code: SOC–653  
                                                                                          Type: Elective Course 

Semester: Spring                                                                                                               
L-T-P-C (4-1-0-5) 

Objectives of the Course:  

The course is designed in view of the increasing significance of sociology of 
religion in India. The trajectory of the development of the discipline with its 
anthropological and sociological roots, modern and contemporary debates, case 
studies on some religious communities in India etc. constitute the core of this 
paper.  

UNIT I  Basic  Concepts: Sacred and Profane; Magic, Religion and Science; 
Religion and Morality; Secularization; Sects and Cults 

UNIT II  Theoretical Perspectives on Sociology of Religion 

Classical Theories of Religion: Emile Durkheim, Malinowski, Max 
Weber, Karl Marx  

UNIT III Theoretical Extension in Sociology of Religion 

Peter Berger and Bryan S Turner; Clifford Geertz 

UNIT IV Religious Traditions in India 

Religion in India- Hinduism, Islam, Sikhism, Jainism and Christianity; 
L.P Vidhyarthi: Sacred Complex 

UNIT V Contemporary Debates on Religion and Polity in India 

Secularism and Communalism; Religion and ethnicity 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Essential Readings:  



Ahmed Imtiaz ed. 1981. Ritual and Religion among Muslims in India, New Delhi: 
Manohar,  

Berger Peter and Thomas Luckmann, 1967. The Sacred Canopy: Elements of a 
Sociological Theory of Religion , New York, Doubleday  

Madan TN, 1991. Religion in India, New Delhi: Oxford University Press 

Robinson, Rowena 2004. ed. Sociology of Religion in India New Delhi: Sage 
Publications  

Srinivas, M.N. 1952. Religion and Society among the Coorgs of South India. Oxford: 
Oxford University Press. 

Turner Bryan S. 1991. Religion and Social Theory, London: Sage 

Vidyarthi  L.P 1961. The sacred complex in Hindu Gaya. xxiv, 232 pp., front., 4 plates. 
London: Asia Publishing House 

Further Reading: 

Asad, Talal. 1993. Genealogies of Religion: Discipline and Reasons of Power in 
Christianity and Islam, Baltimore, John Hopkins University Press.  

Brown Radcliffe 1909. ‘The Religion of the Andaman Islanders’ Folklore Vol 20: No: 3 
September  

Emile Durkheim, (1915) 1995. Elementary Forms of Religious Life. Translated by Karen 
Fields, New York: The Free Press                                                                                                                                                              
Gellner Ernest 1992. Post modernism, Reason and Religion New York: Routledge 

Gorski. Philip S. & Ates Altinordu 2008. After Secularization? Annual. Review of. 
Sociology. 34:55–85 

Hertel Bradley R. & Humes Synthia Ann.1993. Living Banaras: Hindu Religion in 
Cultural Context New York: State University of New York. 

Lévi-Strauss, Claude 1968. The Savage Mind:  Nature of Human Society Chicago: 
University of Chicago Press.  

Madan TN, 1997. Modern Myths and Locked Minds: Secularism and Fundamentalism in 
India, New Delhi, Oxford University Press,  

Malinowski B.1992.  Magic, Science and Religion and Other Essays Waveland Press  

Mayaram, Shail. 1997. Resisting Regimes: Myth, Memory and Shaping of a Muslim 
Identity, New Delhi: Oxford University Press.  

Oommen, T K ed. 2000. Social Movements Vol. 1 New Delhi: Oxford University Press 

Panikkar K.N 1991. ed. Communalism in India: History, Politics and Culture, New Delhi, 
Manohar Publications.  

Robinson, Rowena & Sathianathan Clarke. 2007. Religious Conversion in India  
Modes, Motivations, and Meanings, New Delhi: Oxford University Press 



Singer, B Milton. 1980. When a Great Tradition Modernizes: An Anthropological 
Approach to Indian Civilization Chicago: University of Chicago Press.  

Vidyarthi L.P,  Makhan Jha and B.N. Saraswati1979. The Sacred Complex of Kashi: A 
Microcosm of Indian Civilization, Delhi : Concept,  

Weber, Max, 1958, Religion of India: The Sociology of Hinduism and Buddhism, New 
York, The Free Press. 

Wilson, Bryan. 1982.  Religion in Sociological Perspective Oxford: Oxford University 
Press.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



SOCIAL MOVEMENTS IN INDIA 

Course Code: SOC-657 
Course Type: Elective Course 

Semester: Spring 
Course Mode: L-T-P-C: 4-1-0-5 

  
Objectives of the Course:  

This course introduces students of Sociology to the collective efforts of people to 
bring transformations in human society. It deals with nature, characteristics, 
structure and processes of social movements besides its emergence, dynamics, 
theories and arena of social movements.  

UNIT I Basic Concepts 

Reform, Revival, Revolution, Social Movement, Counter-Movement 

UNIT II Dynamics of Social Movements 

Leadership and Movements, Media and Movements, NGOs and Activism 

UNIT III Theoretical Perspectives on Social Movements  

Structural- Functional, Marxist, Weberian, Contemporary  

UNIT IV  Old Social Movements in India 

Tribal Movement, Peasant Movement, Labour Movement 

UNIT V New Social Movements in India  

Dalit Movement; Women’s Movement 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Essential Readings: 

Banks, J. A. 1972. The Sociology of Social Movements. London: Macmillan. 
Brass, T. 1995. New Farmers’ Movements in India. London and Portland or Frank 

Cass.  
Buchler, S. M. 2000. Social Movements in Advanced Capitalism. Oxford: Oxford 

University Press.   
Dhanagare, D. N. 1983. Peasant Movements in Indian 1920-1950. New Delhi: Oxford 

University  
Press. 
 
Guha, R. 1989. The Unquiet Woods: Ecological Change and Peasant Resistance in the 

Himalaya. 
Berkeley: University of California Press.  
 
Menon, N. (Ed.). 1999. Gender and Politics in India. Delhi: Oxford University Press.  
 
Mukherjee, P. N. 1977. ‘Social Movement and Social Change: Towards a Conceptual 

Clarification  
and Theoretical Framework’, Sociological Bulletin, Vol. 26, No. 1, pp. 38-59.  
 
Oommen, T. K. 2004. Nation, Civil Society and Social Movements.  New Delhi: Sage 

Publications.  
Publishers.  
 
Oommen, T. K. (Ed.). 2010. Social Movement: Vol. I & II. New Delhi: Oxford University 

Press. 
Rao, M. S. A. 1979. Social Movements and Social Transformation. Delhi: Macmillan.  
 
Rao, M. S. A. 1979. Social Movements in India. New Delhi: Manohar. 
 
Scott, A. 1990. Ideology and New Social Movements. London: Routledge.   
 
Scott, J. 1976. The Moral Economy of Peasant: Rebellion and Resistance in South Asia. 

New  
Haven and London: Yale University Press. 
  
Singh, K. S. 1982. Tribal Movements in India. New Delhi: Manohar. 
 
SinghaRoy, D. 2004. Peasant Movement in Post-Colonial India. New Delhi: Sage 

Publications.  
 
Wolf, E. 1966. Peasant Wars in the Twentieth Century. New Jersey: Prentice Hall.  
 
Zelliot, E. 1995. From Untouchable to Dalit: Essays on the Ambedkar Movement.  New 

Delhi:  
Manohar.  
 
Further Readings:  
Gore, M. S. 1993. The Social Context of an Ideology: Ambedkar’s Political and Social 

Thoughts.  



New Delhi: Sage. 
 
Mies, M. and Thomsen, V. B. 2000. The Subsistence Perspective: Beyond the Globalized  
Economy. London: Zed Books. 
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